
 

                                                                                                                     

 
 

Future Culture: Improving your IELTS response 
Read the example and think about how to improve it. 

I will tell you about my favorite cultures. First, I would like to talk about Japanese culture. I like Japanese 
culture because I think almost Japanese people are kind and they can prioritize the other person over 
yourself. For example, when an ambulance goes through the road, other cars always open the way. When 
there are many people wait in front of the shop, we can be lined up a row. I know that these things are 
commonplace, but I don’t think all countries can do this. So, I am proud of Japanese culture. 
However, I think that Japanese people are too shy and too humble.When someone praise us, we tend to 
deny because we are not confident ourselves. Another example is when we meet with someone at first 
time, I don’t think we are good at talking well. It is a little problem of Japanese culture, so I think that 
Japanese people should be more confident. 
 Second, I will tell you about other country’s culture which I am interested in. I am interested in Chinese 
culture. In china, when we eat a meal and feel delicious, we should leave a meal a little. Leaving a meal 
means delicious. I think that Japanese may think this habit is bad for food, and we may feel “Mottainai” 
which is an idea that leave food or wasting food is bad. If we leave a meal in japan, it means that “I’m full” 
or “I don’t like it”. However, I came to want to know another Chinese culture or habit because I think that 
it is interesting that even in the same situation, the feelings differ from country to country. Therefore, I am 
interested in Chinese culture and I want to understand about that. 
 
How can you improve the writing? 

The italics section tries to explain the ideas earlier and without generalizing too much.  
Noun phrases:   two cultures I really respect    One particular custom I like  
    a delicious meal you have just eaten   Japanese culture I am proud of 
almost Japanese people    almost all Japanese people 
prioritize the other person over yourself  they can put others before themselves 
think (opinion)      feel (hopes) 
 
I would like to tell you a little bit about two cultures I really respect. The first one I would like to talk about 
is Japanese culture. What I particularly like about this culture is how the Japanese can put others before 
themselves without complaining because we are generally a humble society. For example, when an 
ambulance tries to get through traffic, other cars always seem to give way, or when people wait in front of 
a shop, they always line up patiently in a row. I know that such things are not so special and it happens in 
other countries too but I do not think everyone can do such acts patiently or humbly. This is something 
about Japanese culture I am proud of but I feel that Japanese people are also too shy and too humble. 
When someone praises us, we tend to not accept such compliments because we are not confident in 
ourselves. Another example of this is when we meet someone for the first time as we do not think we are 
good at talking well. It is a small problem with Japanese culture, so I think that Japanese people should be 
more confident. 
  
The other culture I am interested is Chinese. One particular custom I like of theirs is how to express your 
feelings about a delicious meal you have just eaten. According to Chinese culture, to show your 
appreciation, you should leave a little of the meal at the end. This might seem strange and a waste of food. 
It would also give the wrong impression in my country. If I did not finish my meal, it would indicate to 
others that I was either full or that I did not really enjoy the food. However, I find such differences 
interesting and makes me want to know more about Chinese culture and their habits. I think it is really 
interesting that even in the same situation, we express our feelings differently from country to country. 
 



 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

From the above work, try to chunk the speech 

 

Find the pause – Chunking  short /    longer //                    CAPITALISE the stressed (important) word 

 

I LIKE this class / because the teacher is GOOD / and everyone if FRIENdly. //  ALso, / my English is getting BEtter.// 

 
I would like to tell you / a little bit about two cultures I really respect. // The first one / I would like to talk 
about / is Japanese culture. // What I particularly like / about this culture / is how the Japanese can put 
others before themselves / without complaining / because we are generally a humble society.// For 
example, / when an ambulance tries to get through traffic, / other cars always seem to give way, / or when 
people wait in front of a shop, / they always line up patiently/  in a row. / I know that such things are not 
so special / and it happens in other countries too / but I do not think everyone can do such acts / patiently 
or humbly. // This is something about Japanese culture I am proud of / but I feel / that Japanese people are 
also too shy and too humble. // When someone praises us, / we tend to not accept such compliments / 
because we are not confident in ourselves. // Another example of this is when we meet someone for the 
first time / as we do not think we are good at talking well.// It is a small problem with Japanese culture, / 
so I think that Japanese people should be more confident.// 
  
The other culture I am interested is Chinese. // One particular custom I like of theirs / is how to express 
your feelings / about a delicious meal you have just eaten. //According to Chinese culture, / to show your 
appreciation, / you should leave a little of the meal / at the end. // This might seem strange and a waste of 
food. / It would also give the wrong impression in my country. // If I did not finish my meal, / it would 
indicate to others / that I was either full or that I did not really enjoy the food. // However, / I find such 
differences interesting / and makes me want to know more about Chinese culture / and their habits. // I 
think it is really interesting / that even in the same situation, / we express our feelings differently / from 
country to country.// 
 


