
 

                                                                                                                     

 
 

Shopping: Improving your IELTS response 
 
Read the example and think about how to improve it. 

     I like to go shopping. I live alone, so I have to prepare my dishes every day. Therefore, I go to supermarket almost 
every day. I often buy vegetables, fluits and yogurt for my breakfast and lunch. I like fluits very much, but they are 
very high price, so I can't buy expensive fluit like peaches and melon. Besides I often buy bottles of water almost 
every day because water in Tokyo do not to my taste. I spend for food about 15 thousands yen a month. 
 
I also like Window shopping. Window shopping is only to watch products. But it is really fun. I often enjoy window 
shopping on the Internet and if I find the products that I want to buy, I go directly to the shop where it is selling. I 
think when we have a lot of time, we should go out to go shopping. We should use not only online shopping but also 
enjoy going out shopping. I like simple coordinates. For example, T-shirt and skinny jean, so I often buy them. I don't 
buy bags, shoeses and accessories so often because I have favorite one, so I don't have to buy new one.  
 
     I prefere to go shopping alone because I'm an indecisive character. I go back and forth to the shop, so I took a lot 
of time to decided what I buy. I spend about 10 thousands yen a month for clothing.  
 
     I spend a lot of money to buy concert tickets. I like to go to concert very much. I go concert once or twice a 
month, but concert tickets are very high prices for me. They are about 10 thousands yen, so I save money for them.  
 
How can you improve the writing? 

A clear first sentence to explain the types of shopping to the reader. 
Some slight re-organising to allow better cohesion of ideas 
Clearer concluding sentence to clarify points 
The strain     – a challenging time 
To watch (see changes)   – to look (see the object only) 
Rely on      –  depend on/not only use 
 
I like shopping but as I live alone, I need to think about household shopping as well as shopping for fun. Living 
alone means I have to prepare my own meals every day. As a result, I go to the supermarket almost every day. I 
often buy fruit and vegetables, and yogurt for my breakfast. I like fruit very much but the prices can be high and I 
have a budget. I try to spend about fifteen thousand yen on food each month. And so I can't possibly afford to buy 
fruit like peaches and melon. However, I often have to spend money on bottled water each day because water from 
the tap in Tokyo does not taste good. Despite the strain, I quite enjoy doing the shopping. 
 
I also like window shopping. Although you only look at the products in the store, it is quite fun. I often browse the 
Internet first and if I find something that I want to buy, I go directly to the shop where it is being sold. If we have a 
lot of time, I think we should go out when we want to go and buy something. We should not simply rely only on 
online shopping. Going shopping at the shop itself can be fun – especially for clothes. I like to wear simple clothes 
like a T-shirt and skinny jeans, and so I often buy these clothes. I don't really buy bags, shoes or accessories so often 
because I already have them. As I am satisfied with what I have, I don't feel like I have to buy any additional goods. I 
can just enjoy looking at them in a window display. 
 
I actually prefer to go shopping alone because I need to take my time when making decisions. My friends would say 
that I am indecisive as I go back and forth to the shops, taking a long time to decide what I can buy. I spend about 
ten thousand yen a month on clothes so I need to make the right decision. However, I spend a lot of money on 
concert tickets. I love going to concerts very much and I often go once or twice a month. The price of concert tickets 
is high for me. They cost about ten thousand yen and so I have to save money for these events. To do this, I am very 
careful when I do the shopping and spend money on clothes.  
 



 

                                                                                                                     

From the above work, try to chunk the speech 

 

Find the pause – Chunking  short /    longer //                    CAPITALISE the stressed (important) word 

 

I LIKE this class / because the teacher is GOOD / and everyone if FRIENdly. //  ALso, / my English is getting BEtter.// 

 
I like shopping / but as I live alone, / I need to think about household shopping / as well as shopping for fun. // Living 
alone / means I have to prepare my own meals every day. // As a result, / I go to the supermarket / almost every 
day.// I often buy fruit and vegetables, / and yogurt for my breakfast.// I like fruit very much / but the prices can be 
high / and I have a budget. // I try to spend about fifteen thousand yen / on food each month. // And so I can't 
possibly afford to buy fruit / like peaches and melon. // However, / I often have to spend money on bottled water 
each day / because water from the tap in Tokyo does not taste good. // Despite the strain, / I quite enjoy doing the 
shopping.// 
 
I also like window shopping. // Although you only look at the products in the store, / it is quite fun. / I often browse 
the Internet first / and if I find something that I want to buy,/ I go directly to the shop where it is being sold.// If we 
have a lot of time, / I think we should go out / when we want to go and buy something.// We should not simply rely 
only on online shopping. // Going shopping at the shop itself can be fun / – especially for clothes. // I like to wear 
simple clothes like a T-shirt and skinny jeans, / and so I often buy these clothes. // I don't really buy bags, / shoes / or 
accessories so often / because I already have them. // As I am satisfied with what I have, / I don't feel like I have to 
buy any additional goods.// I can just enjoy looking at them in a window display.// 
 
I actually prefer to go shopping alone/  because I need to take my time / when making decisions. // My friends would 
say that I am indecisive / as I go back and forth to the shops, / taking a long time to decide what I can buy. / I spend 
about ten thousand yen a month / on clothes so I need to make the right decision. // However, / I spend a lot of 
money on concert tickets. // I love going to concerts very much / and I often go once or twice a month. // The price 
of concert tickets is high for me. // They cost about ten thousand yen / and so I have to save money for these 
events.// To do this,/ I am very careful when I do the shopping / and spend money on clothes. // 
 
 


