
 

                                                                                                                     

 
 

Winter Vacation: Improving your IELTS response 
Read the example and think about how to improve it. 

I am going to tell you about winter holiday. Regarding Christmas day, I held a Christmas party with my 
friends. We were same elementary school students, and they are my local friends. 
We gathered at a cafe in my town because we live in a same town. Before starting the party, some of them 
went to buy pizza and French fries, and another people went to buy snacks and cakes.And then, we went to 
a cafe and held a Christmas party. As we had not talked for a long time, we talked a lot. For example, about 
school life, part-time jobs, memories of elementary school, and so on. 
We could spend great time, and so I thought that I would like to meet and talk with them. 
Concerning New Year day, I spent with my family. We ate osechi which is one of Japanese traditional dish. 
In this dish, there are shrimp, grilled egg, fish, and so on. They were very delicious. This year, we couldn’t 
go to trip because of corona virus. So, we decided to buy osechi and gather at grandparent’s house. 
Not having met each other for a long time, I was glad to spend with them at that day. 
In winter vacation, I could meet with my friends and talked a lot. 
I think that I will not be able to meet them and talk with them after we will start classes. 
That’s because I should hand in a lot of assignments for each class in January, so I wanted to meet with 
them who are students of university and high school in winter vacation. 
I met with some friends of Tokyo Keizai university, high school, and part-time job. Being able to meet with 
my favorite friends in the vacation, I think I have to do my best for a lot of assignments. 
 
How can you improve the writing? 

No paragraphs      Not required in the writing 
As regards / concerning New Year day  -  possibly too formal for a day 
Gathered (direct translation)   - we held the party at 
To go off – to go somewhere to do something 
To catch up  - when you haven’t spoken to someone for a long time and have a long conversation 
In which – explaining further about what happens  ( I like Halloween in which children dress up) 
Which – explaining what it is  ( I like Halloween which is a spooky tradition) 
 
I am going to tell you about the two most rememberable events I did during the winter holidays. On 
Christmas day, I held a Christmas party with friends who went to the same elementary school as me. They 
are still my local friends and so it was good to see them again. We held this party at a local cafe we all 
knew well. Before starting the party, some of us went off to buy pizza and French fries while others went 
to buy snacks and cakes. As we had not seen each other for such a long time, we talked a lot. We had a 
chance to catch up on all sorts of things like about our school life, our part-time job, memories from 
elementary school, and so on. We could spend a great time catching up and so I would like to see them 
again. However, I know that when uni starts, I won’t be able to meet up with them as I will have to hand in 
a lot of assignments for each class in January.  
 
The other event was New Year Day in which I spent this time with my family. This year, we could not go 
anywhere because of the corona virus problem. So we decided to buy New Year’s food and visit my 
grandparents’. We ate osechi, which is a range of Japanese traditional dishes such as shrimp, grilled egg, 
fish, and black beans. All these small dishes were delicious. Having not met each other for a such long time, 
I was glad to have spent time with my grandparents on this day. 
 
Being able to meet with my close friends and family during the vacation, I feel like I have recharged my 
batteries and feel ready to do my best on my assignments. 



 

                                                                                                                     

 
 

 

From the above work, try to chunk the speech 

Find the pause – Chunking  short /    longer //                    CAPITALISE the stressed (important) word 

 

I LIKE this class / because the teacher is GOOD / and everyone if FRIENdly. //  ALso, / my English is getting BEtter.// 

 
I am going to tell you / about the two most rememberable events / I did during the winter holidays. // On 
Christmas day, / I held a Christmas party with friends / who went to the same elementary school as me. // 
They are still my local friends / and so it was good / to see them again. // We held this party / at a local 
cafe we all knew well. // Before starting the party, / some of us went off / to buy pizza and French fries / 
while others went to buy snacks and cakes. As we had not seen each other / for such a long time, / we 
talked a lot. // We had a chance / to catch up on all sorts of things / like about our school life, / our part-
time job, / memories from elementary school, / and so on. // We could spend / a great time catching up 
/and so / I would like to see them again. // However, / I know that when uni starts, / I won’t be able / to 
meet up with them / as I will have to hand in / a lot of assignments for each class in January. // 
 
The other event / was New Year Day / in which I spent this time with my family. // This year, / we could not 
go anywhere / because of the corona virus problem. // So we decided to buy New Year’s food / and visit 
my grandparents’. // We ate osechi, / which is A range of Japanese traditional dishes / such as shrimp, / 
grilled egg, / fish, / and black beans. // All these small dishes were delicious. // Having not met each other 
for such a long time, / I was glad to have spent time / with my grandparents on this day.// 
 
Being able to meet / with my close friends and family / during the vacation, / I feel like I have recharged my 
batteries / and feel ready to do my best / on my assignments. // 
 


