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Improving Fluency & Pronunciation

Timed - Paired - Prac+ce



How are you going to teach pronunciation?

• One of the most difficult skills in the 
learning and teaching of English 
language (Gilakjani, 2016)

• Teachers focus their limited time in the 
classroom on other aspects of second 
language acquisition such as grammar 
and vocabulary



Neglected and difficult to teach

Teachers have had no training and understandably lack confidence

No clear guidelines and are confronted with contradictory purposes 

The number of controlled experimental studies on pronunciation 
teaching or learning is still remarkably small

No well-established systematic way of deciding what to teach and when and 
how to do it 

How to address production and perception of English sounds?



Poor pronuncia+on is the main cause of communica+on 
breakdowns or misunderstandings in ELF interac+ons 

(Deterding, 2013; Jenkins, 2000; Thir, 2016).



Give it a go



How it is evaluated

• IELTS descripters

Fluency
1

Vocabulary
2

Grammar
3

Pronunciation 
4



You need to get students conversing…

… independently



Students feel unconfident when speaking
Concerns over misunderstandings which might occur 
due to differing expecta9ons of explicitness 
(Matsumoto, 1988)

Awareness of the importance to maintain harmonious 
rela9onships within the class (NisbeE & Masuda, 
2007)

Losing face or making mistakes in front of others 
(Kawamura, Kudo & Hail, 2006)

Standing out from others through speaking out and 
showing off their abili9es (Brown, 2004)

Falling short of other’s expecta9ons (Kanagawa, Cross 
& Markus, 2001). 



Need something 
to work with



in English



Reorientate



Timed-Pair-Prac+ce Procedure 

• Produce 10 - 20 questions on a topic chosen by themselves / textbook
• Move away from generic and general topics to ones students have a genuine 

interest in (Porter, 1999)
• Students ask these questions in pairs in the practice stage
• Practice asking the same questions to different partners 
• After sufficient practice, students will then be evaluated in the testing stage in 

which two students, picked at random 
• Students will be timed to see how long they speak for
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Choose a 
topic



Write 10 questions
Practice with your 
partner
The teacher will check



Try to get students to:

Create ques*ons

Stretch ideas

Engage in conversation



Lets observe one pair…

• The teacher will stop the conversation if:

• Pausing
• Grammatically incorrect
• Comprehension issue 





• More aVenWon placed on observing 
and producing language leads to 
beVer intelligibility and 
comprehensibility
• Students will be beVer equipped to 

converse in this second language and 
hopefully improve their proficiency
• Improves moWvaWon, listening, 

speaking and confidence



TPP

Grammar issues
Build vocabulary
Disfluency on topic
Discover pronunciation issues
Focus on any of these aspects

EXPLORE



How to include pronuncia)on prac)ce in the 
classroom

1. Raise awareness
2. Practice using it
3. Providing feedback 
Teachers need to be on top of it

vocabulary

grammar
fluency



For pronuncia+on training:

• Students may be overwhelmed with other aspects of second language acquisition 
(Tavakoli et al., 2020)

• Not all learners can equally benefit from it: motivation (Marinova-Todd et al., 
2000), exposure (Shively, 2008), attitude (Elliot, 1995), personality (Miller, 2003) 
and mother tongue (e.g. Avery & Ehrlich, 1992) all affect the effectiveness of the 
training sessions

• Effectiveness of training sessions will determine each student’s conceptualizing of 
English sounds patterns (Gilakjan, 2011)

• Need to describe the auditory quality of sounds that makes sense for the learner 
to capitalize on





Pronunciation considerations
• Introduce at an appropriate level and -me so that it does not have a nega9ve impact on 

fluency, confidence or development on grammar or vocabulary  (Pipe & Tsushima, 2021)
• Requires crea9ve ways to integrate pronuncia9on training ac9vi9es into speaking-

orientated classes in a manner that clearly relates to the oral communica-on of the 
course and student needs (Levis & Grant, 2011)

• Integrated pronuncia-on training is more effec9ve than approaches that focus on either 
fluency or ar9culatory goals alone (Morely, 1991)

• Pronuncia9on should arise from the actual speaking needs and contribute to the success 
of the interac9on (Levis & Grant, 2011)

• Teaching techniques, such as drilling or shadowing, must directly exercise the speech 
that they will actually use in real life and outside the classroom Gilakjani (2011)

• Successful integra-on of prosody training will, therefore, depend on the teacher’s ability 
to apply to unplanned as well as planned speaking (Levis, 2001) 



Uncomfortable situation



When to focus on the pronunciation?

• After first practice rounds and testing so that students can work on fluency
• Then introduce pronunciation target, practice and test



Set homework on the topic before the next class

• You have materials to work with 
rather than summaWve feedback aYer 
compleWng the topic

• You can then prepare aspects to 
pronunciaWon to focus on



TPP
Teacher



Ques+ons?

• How are you going to teach 
pronunciation?
• What are the considerations for teaching 

pronunciation?
• Which materials can be useful? 



Remember to explore and have fun

Getting you 
better 
understood




