
 

                                                                                                                     

 
 

A problem, an excuse and the result: Improving your IELTS response 
 
Read the example and think about how to improve it. 

When I went to Kyoto and Osaka with my friends on spring vacation, we borrow a house that my friend's grand 
father has. In the last day, we had left there and went to Kyoto station. When we arrived at Kyoto station, I realized 
that I had forgotten my souvenir that I bought in USJ  in the house. It took about 30 minuets from house to station, 
but we will not visit the house, so I return the house. I have been there for the first time, so I got lost to go to house. 
I walked about 1 hour with a  carry case and it was a hot day, so I was tired very much  when I arrived house. Kyoto 
station was very far from the house, so it's been 3 hours since I left my friends when I arrived at the station. It was 
long time very much, so I thought like a traveling alone. 
My friends ate Okonomiyaki in Osaka while I return the house, so when I arrived Osaka station, my friends told me 
the place they were eating. I looked for the place on google and went there, but the restaurant I entered was wrong. 
The restaurant was same name where I want to go. I was shocked because I missed restaurant and the clerk said 
"Restaurant you want to go is same name here." moody. There was no customer in the I missed restaurant, so 
maybe he was in a bad moody.  The last day was a very difficult day, but Okonomiyaki was very delicious, and the 
Osaka and Kyoto trip was very fun, so it became a good memory. 
 
My suggestions 
on spring vacation  during the spring vacation 
In the last day   On the last day 
To get lost VERBing  The result: lost from the action: walking  

e.g. I was busy thinking, I did my homework watching a video, I cleaned my room 
using a vacuum clearer  

Change the order for impact 
I have been there for the first time, so I got lost to go to house 
It was the first time to stay at this house and so I got lost getting there. (changed grammar) 
As it was the first time to stay at this house, I got lost getting there. (better as explains cause clearer) 
 
I walked about 1 hour with a carry case and it was a hot day, so I was tired very much when I arrived house 
I walked for about 1 hour with a carry-on case in the sweltering heat and so I was really tired when I arrived at the house. 
When I arrived at the house, I had walked for about 1 hour with a carry-on case in the sweltering heat and so I was really 
tired.   
 
How can you improve the writing? 

When I went to Kyoto and Osaka with my friends during the spring vacation, we stayed at an empty house that my 
friend's grandfather had. On the last day, we left this house and went to Kyoto station. We were planning on going 
to Osaka before heading back to Tokyo. When we arrived at the station, I realized that I had forgotten to pack my 
souvenir that I bought at Universal Studios. It took about 30 minutes to get from my house to the station but I knew 
that we would not visit the house again so I had to return to the house to collect this souvenir. As it was the first 
time to stay at this house, I got lost getting there. When I arrived at the house, I had walked for about 1 hour with a 
carry-on case in the sweltering heat and so I was exhausted.  Kyoto station was very far from the house and so it had 
taken me 3 hours to get back to the station. It took such a long time and I thought I would be traveling alone. 
 
During this time, my friends decided to go ahead and have a traditional dish, okonomiyaki, in Osaka. When I finally 
arrived at Osaka station, I called my friends and they told me the place they were eating. I thought this would be 
easy to find as I could look for the place on google and get there easily. Unfortunately, the restaurant I eventually 
found was the wrong one. The restaurant had the same name as the one I wanted to go to. I was shocked at first by 
my mistake when the waiter informed me disappointedly that, "the restaurant you want to go has the same name as 
this one." There were no other customers in his restaurant which may explain why he was in  such a bad mood. The 
last day was a very difficult day but the okonomiyaki was so delicious and looking back, the trip to Osaka and Kyoto 
was so much fun and so it became one of my good memories. 


