
Study abroad
To study abroad in an effort to improve English or / 

and your field of specialty



Do you agree with this?

The rise of “inward-looking youth” in Japan.
Only 4% of all university students study overseas, says 
the education ministry of Japan. 
A government survey from 2019 found that just a third 
of young Japanese want to study abroad (compared 
with 66% of South Koreans and 51% of Germans). 
A survey by Sanno University in 2017 found that 60% of 
young employees did not want to work in other 
countries, up from 36% a decade beforehand.

The Economist (2021). Few young Japanese want to study or work abroad.
Retrieved from: https://www.economist.com/asia/2021/02/04/few-young-japanese-want-to-study-
or-work-abroad?gclid=Cj0KCQiAgribBhDkARIsAASA5buJ5GksP-
XTdVaAz8b1Zs5PjKYaJDO_zSmp4BHKkiuMrYkZd_b36HAaAlulEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds



Why do you learn English?

• Fun to learn
• Compulsory / Extra credits
• Work opportunities
• Travel
• Learn about other cultures
• TV, movies, music
• Further your education / research







Now 
with a 
weak 
yen…?



Government Goals
• The ministry announced a new policy: to enhance support 

for high school students studying abroad to return the 
number of Japanese students studying overseas, including 
university students, to at least around 100,000 per year by 
2027.
• “Our policy is intended to encourage students to study 

overseas earlier, so that it will lead to the next steps in their 
studying aboard,” the ministry official said. “We would like 
to return to the pre-COVID-19 level (in the number of 
students studying aboard) soon to create more global 
leaders.”
• The program has raised about 12.3 billion yen ($88 million) 

in donations from companies, organizations and individuals.

Miura, J. (2022). Government sets goal of 100,000 students going abroad by 2027. The Asahi Shimbun. Retrieved from: 
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14711306



Being Independent

• Finally becoming an adult and 
moving away from home grants us 
the freedom to become 
independent.
• Before, we had to depend on our 

parents for each and everything.
• We learn how to depend on our 

selves first, learn to take decisions 
that will affect our lives in the long 
run and become responsible for 
ourselves and those around us.



Travelling

• Opportunities to broaden our 
horizons by being able to travel to 
different places in the country we 
shift to. 
• We can take part in fun activities 

such as hikes, camping, visiting the 
local landscapes or renowned 
monuments of that particular 
country and in this way, one is able 
to learn about and appreciate 
everything around them.



Learning new languages

• Become fluent in the language 
that is native to that country. 
• Almost all degree programs are 

now taught in English, yet many 
students are not fluent in it. 
• Hence, if you are planning on 

going to a country abroad, make 
sure to take a course on the 
native language there.



Experiencing new cultures

• Help us in interacting with 
people of different race, 
ethnicity, religions and cultures 
prevalent there. 
• Students who move abroad for 

higher studies are able to learn 
and experience cultures 
different from what they have 
lived with all their lives. 



Making new friends

• When you move to a new 
place and a new institution, 
it helps you in networking 
with different people of 
different race and ethnicity.
• You can make new friends 

which can shape your 
outlook.



Own culture

• “Distance makes the heart grow 
fonder”
• Can be a joyous moment for the 

students and their family and 
friends. 
• People learn to appreciate one 

another when separated for long 
periods of time and hence when 
one returns home, the moments 
spent together are priceless.



However,…



Expenses

• Moving to a different country 
automatically leads to extra expenses that 
we have to manage on our own and 
without parents for monetary support.
• Likewise not many students can afford to 

shift to another country, pay rent, travel 
expenses as well as the required tuition 
fees which may differ in amount 
depending on the exchange rate of our 
native country with that of the foreign 
one.



Not being fluent in new languages

• Not being fluent in the native language of 
the country which leads to not being able 
to interact with those who do not speak 
any English at all. 
• No one can become fluent in another 

language in a day or two. 
• Hence it is vital for someone shifting 

abroad to take a language test.



Cultural shock

• Shifting to a different country with a 
different culture can on the other hand, 
be very challenging 
• Learning the behaviour or following 

traditions there might come as a 
cultural shock.



Intense Homesickness

• Studying away from home can be tough 
enough even if you have only moved to 
a different part of the country. 
• How much tougher would it be to study 

in a country that is vastly different to 
what you are used to. 
• Being halfway around the world will 

also make it more difficult to go home 
for the holidays or for the weekend.



Endless chores and responsibilities

• For those who shift to different 
countries on a long term basis, find 
themselves struggling due to not being 
able to manage the chaotic lifestyle:
• Assignments, chores necessary when 

living alone as well as language.
• Cannot depend on your parents.



Returning home

• Once you return home, you might find 
that you miss that foreign country and 
its various traditions, cultures and way 
of life. 
• You become so used to a certain way of 

life and have changed your own 
routines there that when you return, 
you receive another culture shock of 
your own country.



Furthermore,…

• There are other considerations



Could you really 
live in an unclean 
environment?



Finding suitable accomodation

• “I started panicking,” 
“I talked with so 
many people and I 
felt that I was very 
overwhelmed … I was 
really angry and 
disappointed and 
also helpless.”

• During COVID19





Benefits of Studying Abroad

• Get to know a new culture
• Can practice a foreign culture
• Opportunity to make new friends
• Improve your English abilities
• May improve your educational level in your field of specialty
• Advance educational and learning techniques
• Make unforgettable memories
• Get out of your comfort zone and become more independent
• Give a new perspective in your goals
• Appreciate your own culture more



Cons of Studying Abroad

• Can be expensive
• Suffer from home sickness
• Communication problems
• Culture shock and difficulty in adapting to a new 

culture
• May prolong your duration of study
• Struggle with alternative approaches to learning
• May lose friends over time
• May feel overwhelmed
• Social exclusion and feeling isolated



Pros and cons of studying abroad…?

Go to two sides

Pros Cons


