
Study at University
Do we need to study at university?



Do you agree with this?

Many people find themselves going along with it 
because everyone else is. This is not a good reason to 
go to university. University is not for everyone. If you 
are not academically minded and don’t really have an 
interest in further study do not allow yourself to feel 
that you have to go because everyone else is. There 
are plenty of alternatives.

The Economist (2021). Few young Japanese want to study or work abroad.
Retrieved from: https://www.economist.com/asia/2021/02/04/few-young-japanese-want-to-study-
or-work-abroad?gclid=Cj0KCQiAgribBhDkARIsAASA5buJ5GksP-
XTdVaAz8b1Zs5PjKYaJDO_zSmp4BHKkiuMrYkZd_b36HAaAlulEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds



College Graduates Earn More 
Than Non-Graduates
• Despite the rising cost of post-

secondary education, a college 
degree still pays off for the majority 
of graduates. 
• The median salary for workers with 

high school diplomas is $38,792, and 
they have an average unemployment 
rate of 3.7% as of. By contrast, the 
median salary for workers with 
bachelor’s degrees is $64,896, and 
their unemployment rate is just 2.2% 
on average.

2019, Bureau of Labor Statistics data by Northeastern University



The Majority of Jobs Require College 
Education

• In past generations, two-thirds of 
jobs required a high school 
diploma or less before the 1980s.
• That’s no longer the case. 

Georgetown University predicts 
that 70% of all jobs will require 
some college education by 2027.
• Without higher education on your 

resume, it may be more difficult to 
find a high-paying job, and 
competition for available 
opportunities will be fierce.



Opportunity to make professional 
connections
• It is not just your tutors who can 

give you a leg-up on the career 
ladder. Departments will often 
run events for their students. 
These can include talks from 
industry experts about how to 
get into their line of work.
• If you're considering a job that's 

relevant to your degree, these 
events can be super useful. 



You'll develop transferrable skills

• These are all transferrable skills 
that are useful no matter what 
career you end up pursuing. 
• Leadership skills. ...
• Computer and online skills. ...
• Business strategy skills. ...
• Communication skills. ...
• Marketing and sales skills. ...
• Practical skills. ...
• Collaborative skills …



You'll make new friends at university

• Remember that pretty much 
everybody else is as nervous 
about meeting new people as 
you are. They'll almost certainly 
be grateful if you make the effort 
to break the ice.
• Your university will be home to 

thousands, if not tens of 
thousands, of students. 
Statistically, there must be 
people there who you'll get 
along with.



You'll become independent and 
experience a new city
• Going to university is not just 

about the qualification you get at 
the end of it. The whole 
experience of going away, 
becoming independent, meeting 
people from other parts of the 
country and making new friends 
from different walks of life, 
should not be underestimated 
and it is a life changing 
experience. It will broaden your 
horizons.



You get to study a subject you're 
passionate about
• Uni lets you study what you're 

interested in.
• For the first time ever (probably), 

you can look forward to the 
majority of your lectures. You can 
even pick the modules you're 
most interested in.



However,…



You Likely Will Graduate With 
Student Loan Debt
• According to The Institute for College 

Access and Success, 62% of 2019 college 
graduates left school with student 
loan debt, with an average balance of 
$28,950.
• Depending on your student loan 

repayment plan, you could be in debt for 
10 to 30 years. 

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-
loans/is-college-worth-it/



High-Paying Jobs Aren’t 
Guaranteed
• With close to 50% of young people now going to 

university, it's fair to say that getting a degree 
isn't in itself a guarantee of getting a job.
• Especially in light of the coronavirus pandemic—

which caused tens of millions of people to file 
unemployment claims in 2020—finding a well 
paid job after graduation may be difficult.
• The average starting salary for college graduates 

right out of school is about $51,000, according to 
the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers. While that’s a comfortable income 
for most, many graduates will earn less than 
that. And if you have hefty student loan debt 
that exceeds your income, you may struggle to 
make ends meet.





It Can Take More Than Four Years 
to Graduate
• When it comes to getting a bachelor’s degree, 

you’ll probably anticipate graduating within 
four years. However, that may not be 
realistic. The National Student Clearinghouse 
Research Center found that just 58% of 
students who enrolled in college in 2012 
earned a degree within six years. The rest of 
the students were either still in school or 
dropped out.
• For every additional year you’re in school, you 

rack up additional expenses and likely will 
need to take on more student loan debt to pay 
for your education. Taking six years or more to 
graduate can cause you to leave school with 
even more debt, and it may be difficult to dig 
yourself out.



University could slow your career 
progression
• In some industries it could slow you 

down.
• If going to university isn't considered 

important in a given profession, 
chances are there will be people who 
left school at 18 and went straight into 
the field. And, with a three-year head-
start, these same people will probably 
be three years ahead of you on the 
career ladder.



You may change your mind and want 
to drop out
• You may get a few months, or even a 

couple of years, into your course and 
decide it's not for you. That could be 
because it was mis-sold to you as having a 
stronger focus on something else, you 
want to pursue a different career, or you 
simply aren't interested anymore.
• Or, you may struggle to settle in your new 

surroundings. Homesickness at 
university is a very real issue. 
• While time and stepping out of your 

comfort zone can be the cure for some, for 
others the issues are too big to overcome.



University can be a stressful 
experience
• The style of learning required at university is 

far more independent than at school. To 
complete your studies, you'll need to work 
hard.
• You may only have as few as eight hours of 

lectures a week, but most courses will 
recommend that you top that up to 40 hours 
with assignments and independent study. This 
is all in your free time, so you'll need to be 
able to motivate yourself to work 
productively.
• Beyond the hard work, it's also worth being 

aware of the mental health problems that 
students across the UK experience.



Furthermore,…

• There are other considerations







How good is the level of 
education in Japan?

• Is the rank as high as 
you expected

• Is it improving or 
falling?



COVID-19 lessons

• Online learning loses appeal for students who have 
their hearts set on a traditional college experience. 
Without the on-campus interactions with 
educators, clubs and sports, and other students, 
many students can feel isolated.



Benefits of Studying Abroad

• Develop skills: Going to the university helps you develop skills and knowledge

• Interact with many people and make friends and connections

• Broaden your mind by moving to a new place, meeting new people, and learning

• Increase your earning potential: with higher salary and possibly climb up the 
career ladder.

• Large list of academic programs so possible to change their career path.

• Gain independence by living away from home, experiencing life as an adult

• Student activities: Students can join organizations or support groups that suit 
their interests.

• Job opportunities: Some companies partner with reputable universities and seek 
interns and employees from these universities. This opens various job 
opportunities to the students.



Cons of Studying Abroad
• Expensive as you have to pay a high tuition fee, accommodation money if you attend a university far 

from home, and money for other daily expenses like food.

• You may not gain practical experience but a lot of theory and, therefore, university students don’t 
have hands-on experience relevant for employment.

• Lack of employment skills as students may lack the skills they need in the workplace like problem-
solving, communication, creative thinking, and teamwork skills.

• Intensive workload: Attending various lectures, seminars, and independent study can be demanding. 
Each student is responsible for their own workload and should commit a certain amount of time 
towards their studies.

• Higher lifetime earning with an apprenticeship: Those who have a level 5 apprenticeship or higher 
tend to earn more money in a lifetime than a university graduate.

• Peer pressure and it may take a lot of self-discipline and respect not to fall into temptation.

• Change mind: If you decide to change your career path in between your study program, you have to
wait for a new semester to start afresh. 

• Doesn’t guarantee a job

• Finish degree in debts: Taking students loans to finance high tuition fees and other expenses live you 
with a lot of debt by the time you complete your studies.



Pros and cons of studying at uni…?

Go to two sides

Pros Cons


